
 

 

  

 

 

If you have difficulty in standing please feel free to sit during 

any part of the service. 
 

The priest welcomes the congregation and a time of  

silence follows for prayer. 
 

When the organ starts the hymn, please stand to sing: 
 

     Paschal Feast !   Upon the cross 
  Jesus gave himself to save us. 
  Sin's sad leaven throw away :  
  break the bread of life he gave us. 
    Alleluia !  

     Risen again, our living Lord 
  death's dominion now has shattered. 
  Now we share his risen life, 
  hell's dread powers for ever scattered. 
    Alleluia !  

     Christ is risen from the grave, 
  all who sleep in death awaking. 
  First fruit of the harvest field :  
  now our Easter dawn is breaking. 
    Alleluia !  

     As through man death comes to all, 
  so has man unlocked death's prison. 
  As in Adam all are dead, 
  so in Christ shall all be risen. 
    Alleluia !  
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The Lord be with you 

and also with you 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.   

Amen 
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Christ died to sin once for all,  

and now he lives to God. 

Let us renew our resolve to have done  

with all that is evil 

and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 

we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 

we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen 

 

We remain standing to sing the Gloria 

 

   Glory to God, Glory to God, 

   Glory to God in the Highest. 

Glory to God in the Highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, Heav’nly King, 

Almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

   Glory to God, Glory to God, 

   Glory to God in the Highest. 

Lord, Jesus Christ, 

only son of the Father. 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

   Glory to God, Glory to God, 

   Glory to God in the Highest. 

For you alone are the Holy one, 

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the most high, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the Glory of God the Father. 

   Glory to God, Glory to God, 

   Glory to God in the Highest. 

 

 

 



 

 

Remain standing for The Collect, which is  

introduced by the words ‘Let us pray’. 

 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us  

  to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

Sit for the readings 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.        
Acts 16.9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 

Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 

Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, 

we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being 

convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them.  

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 

Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 

there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this 

city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside 

the gate by the river, who had gathered there. A certain 

woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening 

to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 

purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen 

eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her 

household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you 

have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay 

at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.  

 

 For the word of the Lord  

  Thanks be to God  

 

A reading from the book of Revelation       
                                                              Revelation 21.10, 22 – 22.5 

In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high 

mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God.  

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord 

God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no 

need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the  

glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The 

nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut 

by day—and there will be no night there. People will 

bring into it the glory and the honour of the nations. But 

nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises 

abomination or falsehood, but only those who are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life.  

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 

bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 

the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. 

On either side of the river is the tree of life with its 



 

 

twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and 

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 

servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his 

name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no 

more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the 

Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for ever 

and ever.  
 

        For the word of the Lord  

 Thanks be to God  
 

Stand to sing the Gradual Hymn:  
 

      Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day 
    didst make thy triumph over death and sin, 
   and having harrowed hell, didst bring away 
   captivity thence captive, us to win :  

      This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, 
   and grant that we for whom thou diddest die, 
   being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin, 
   may live for ever in felicity :  

      And that thy love we weighing worthily, 
   may likewise love thee for the same again ;  
   and for thy sake, who dost all grace supply, 
   with love may one another entertain ;  

      So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought ;  
   love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 

Edmund Spenser (c.1552–1599)* 
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Turn to face where the Gospel is read in the centre of the 

church. 
 

All     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Choir     Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life. 

     Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

       and whoever believe in me will never me 

     thirsty. 

 

All      Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

        

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ   

 according to Saint John. 

 Glory to you, O Lord                     
                                                                  John 14.23-29 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father 

will love them, and we will come to them and make our 

home with them. Whoever does not love me does not 

keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 

but is from the Father who sent me. I have said these 

things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 

have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 



 

 

afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I 

am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice 

that I am going to the Father, because the Father is 

greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 

occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.’ 
                                         

  This is the Gospel of the Lord 

  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 

Please sit after the short prayer. 
 

We stand to say the Creed. 
 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,   

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation   

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit   

and the Virgin Mary  

and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified   

under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory   

to judge the living and the dead,   

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,   

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic   

and Apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism   

for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.   Amen 
 

Please sit or kneel for prayers of intercession. 
 

During the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

 hear our prayer. 



 

 

At the end: 

 

 Merciful Father, 

 accept these prayers 

 for the sake of your Son,  

 our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Please stand for the Peace. 

 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  

and said ‘Peace be with you’.   

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

We sing the Offertory Hymn.  No collection is taken during 

this service.  Please leave your donation by the door or online. 

 
     O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
  that all thy church might be for ever one, 
  grant us at every Eucharist to say 
  with longing heart and soul, ‘Thy will be done’: 
  O may we all one bread, one body be, 
  through this blest sacrament of unity. 

     For all thy church, O Lord, we intercede ;  
  make thou our sad divisions soon to cease ;  
  draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
  by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace :  
  thus may we all one bread, one body be, 
  through this blest sacrament of unity. 

     We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold ;  
  O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
  back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
  back to the church which still that faith doth keep :  
  soon may we all one bread, one body be, 
  through this blest sacrament of unity. 

     So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 
  may we be one with all thy church above, 
  one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
  one with thy saints in one unbounded love :  
  more blessèd still, in peace and love to be 
  one with the Trinity in Unity. 

William Henry Turton (1856–1938) 
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We remain standing for the Prayer over the Gifts. 

 

Be present, be present,  

Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;  

make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  Amen 

 

We remain standing for the Eucharistic Prayer: 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 



 

 

The president praises God for his mighty acts. 
 

The choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus from  

Mass for three voices  Byrd 
 

The president recalls the Last Supper,  

during which this response is used: 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

The prayer continues and leads into the doxology,  

to which all sing boldly Amen 
 

Sit or kneel for The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many,  

we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 

The president gives the invitation to Communion: 
 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

If you normally receive Communion in any Church you are 

welcome to receive at this service; come forward to the altar 

rail now.  It is acceptable to receive the wafer if you do not 

feel comfortable with taking the chalice.   

For hygiene reasons we cannot allow you to intinct (or dip) 

your wafer in the wine 

If you do not receive, you are welcome to come forward for a 

blessing.  Carry this booklet, or bow your head, to indicate 

that you would prefer a blessing. 
 

During the distribution the Agnus Dei is sung and the choir 

sings the anthem:  Haec Dies  Morley 
 

When everybody has received communion please keep a 

moment of silence before the post communion prayers: 
 

God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen 



 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice.  

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory.    

Amen 

 

The notices are given.  

 

We stand to sing the final hymn: 

 
     City of God, how broad and far 
  outspread thy walls sublime !  
  The true thy chartered freemen are 
  of every age and clime :  

     One holy church, one army strong, 
  one steadfast, high intent ;  
  one working band, one harvest-song, 
  one King omnipotent. 

     How purely hath thy speech come down 
  from man's primaeval youth !  
  How grandly hath thine empire grown 
  of freedom, love, and truth !  

     How gleam thy watch-fires through the night 
  with never-fainting ray !  
  How rise thy towers, serene and bright, 
  to meet the dawning day !  

     In vain the surge's angry shock, 
  in vain the drifting sands :  
  unharmed upon the eternal Rock 
  the eternal city stands. 

Samuel Johnson (1822–1882) 
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We remain standing for the Blessing. 

 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord  

Jesus Christ has given us the victory,  

give you joy and peace in your faith;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.   

Amen 

 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Organ Voluntary:   

Saraband for the Morning of Easter  Howells 

   
 

 

Please stay for tea and coffee in the Church Hall after the 

service. 
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